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September 26th - Ironstone Vineyards show
October 2nd - 4th - North South Meet 
November 8th  - Annual Planning Meeting
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650-366-0127 jbbrick@yahoo.com
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Jeff Nielsen 949 Cherry St., 
San Carlos, CA 94070-3204
650-595-5793 klunker@pacbell.net

Newsletter Editor 
Carolyn Dippel 1948 3rd Ave.
Walnut Creek, CA 94597-2515
650-823-5584  Cadillacrazy@yahoo.com
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Pat Brick 733 Crompton Rd.
Redwood City, CA 94061-1211
650-366-0127
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Don Barnes 1342 Cabrillo St.
San Francisco, CA 94118
415-387-8965
Donald_barnes@msn.com 

Club Historian 
Joe McDonald, 1680 Jones Lane 
Los Altos, CA 94024
650-961-1261
joemarymcdonald@hotmail.com

Nick Rassushin, 
1928 Packard Ct. Concord, CA 94521-
1638
(925) 672-6221 cadman57@comcast.net

Webmaster: David Brick
norcalclc@gmail.com

Western Regional Vice President
Fred Bausch, 806 El Camino
San Carlos, CA 94070-4093
650-592-9159	
freds29lasalle@comcast.net 

2009 Nor Cal CLC Calendar of Events
 		  (*) Indicates an event of interest, but not an official club event.

	
Sept      Fri 25th 	 Board Meeting 

	 Sat 26th   	 * Ironstone Vineyard’s - 13th Annual Concours 	 	
	 	 	 d’Elegance.  Details TBD.

Oct        2rd- 4th   	 North-South Meet in Visalia, CA  Hosted by the CLC 	
			   SoCal Region. Details inside

	1 0th		  *Alameda 16th Annual Classic Car Show - 
			   See details inside

Nov       8th		  Annual Planning Meeting  Hosted by Sandy Carrion, 	
			   at the Buttercup Pantry in Oakland  

Dec	  	    	 Christmas Tour and Lunch at Dunsmuir House.  
			   Cancelled!
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A Message from Your President

 
Was it just me or did the month of August just fly by like a bat outta [bleep]?  It’s 
September, school has started, and people are looking ahead to Labor Day picnics.  
And I see Halloween candy already on sale at the drug store!  All signs that the 
Summer of ’09 is now in our collective rear view mirrors.  But looking ahead, 
we have the best months for weather in our wonderful Bay Area.  I always find 
September and October to be the clearest months and the best weather for touring 
around country roads.  I’m looking forward to Ironstone and then I’ll be heading to 
Visalia for the North-South Meet.  I hope you will join in the fun and come along to 
some events.

The Wings Over Wine Country was a spectacular airshow in Santa Rosa held on 
August 15th and 16th.  Even though I was the only person from our club in attendance 

(that I know of), I tried to represent our Cadillac marque well by rangling to get my big yellow 1949 Caddy 
right out on the airstrip among all the aircraft parked for people to see (many thanks to Steve Hoxie, Director 
of the show).  I had a placard in the car proclaiming to passersby that the famous 1948 Cadillac fins had 
been designed after the twin boom rudders on the P-38 Lightening aircraft.  It was a thrill for everyone to see 
that great airplane in action -- one of only six P-38’s still in operation was flying that day – according to the 
announcer, there were 10,000 produced.  I watched this elegant and relatively quiet aircraft zoom around the 
airfield several times before touching down lightly and rolling to a stop before the crowd.  There were just too 
many events going on to even describe.  One of the most notable was the wing walker

I was not the only one who had brought 
a vintage automobile to the airshow.  
There was a small contingent of about 
ten or so other cars on display for the 
attendees.  Most of them had been there 
for both the Saturday and Sunday air 
shows.  I attended only on Sunday, and 
walked around and spoke to the other 
car owners during the day, and as it 
happened, one of the guys had parked 
his car on the tarmac on Saturday and 
came back on Sunday with his wife 
– forgetting to bring the keys to his 
1957 Chevy.  Toward the end of the 
day, he saw that I was packing up to 
leave and came running over to ask if 
he could try my ‘49 Caddy keys to get 
his ’57 Chevy started – after all, they 
were both GM makes.  I was astonished 
when he jiggled one of my keys in the 
ignition and the car started up.  And 
of course with that weird ignition key 
setup Chevrolet had, he just pulled the 
key out, handed it to me, and happily 
drove off.  (continued on page 4)                      
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I had teasingly asked where he kept the car 
in case I wanted to use my now magic key to 
take the Chevy for a ride.  He thanked me, but 
never did tell me the address…

One other good old memory was resurfaced 
when I saw an S2-F (Stoof) parked on the 
airstrip.  I was an aircrew member on this 
aircraft about a hundred years ago in the Naval 
Air Reserve in Jacksonville, Florida.  I spent 
many hours in that aircraft as we practiced 
finding and attacking submarines on the East 
Coast.  I have many fond memories, but I also 
seem to remember going through my share of 
barf bags as I tried to find targets on the ancient 
radar and provide vectors to the pilot so he 
could roll and dive to shoot rockets.

Nostalgia Days in Novato were better than 
ever.  There were multiple events, all well 
publicized and well managed by Marv 
Giambastiani and a small army of volunteers.  
I attended with friend Ron Kane and his 
friend Scotty on Saturday, August 15th.  We 
parked our cars and did the usual last minute 
once-over to erase any bugs or fingerprints.  
We erected our portable fold-up chairs and 
walked up and down Grant Avenue admiring 
everyone’s pride and joy.  After a few hours, 
we came back and collapsed in the portable, 
canvas chairs.  I know I can’t be the only 
person who cringes at the notion of making a 
spectacle of myself trying to get up out of one 
of those chairs.  I have practiced how to rock no 
more than two times to get enough momentum 
to move my center of gravity far enough out 
so that I rise with some semblance of elegance.  
I’m sure if I keep practicing, I may perfect this 
extraction.

Now, I know doggone well that many of you 
are involved in car-related events in your 
hometowns and with those Cads and La Salles you have squirreled away in a garage somewhere.  It would be 
very cool if you would share your stories and some photos with the rest of us.  Just send a description of what 
you’ve been up to along with a photo or two, and you’ll be able to share your adventures with the whole club.

I hope to see you at Ironstone or at the North-South event in Visalia.  Enjoy the Fall of ’09!
				          

-    Charles Thompson
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








 

Please make your room reservations at the Lamp Liter Inn  by calling 
8006626692 during normal business hours. We have 28 rooms – the entire West 
Wing – reserved at just $74/night. When making your reservations mention the Cadillac 
& LaSalle Club to ensure this room rate and to secure a room adjacent to our parking 
area. Activities include a Saturday evening cocktail hour (no host) and 
  , and a hosted   on Friday evening and Saturday 
afternoon and evening stocked with beer, wine, soda and light snacks. 
 

Questions? Call  or rl@caditalk.com 
 as the first 25 registrants will receive dash plaques! 

Mail the bottom portion of this flyer by to: 

Craig Chally, 1644 Meadowglen Ct., ewbury Park, CA 91320 


――――   ――――   ――――   ――――    ――――    ――――   ――――   ――――    ――――    ――――    ――――    ――――  








     








Please remember that the club has a signed contract with a minimum guarantee. Refunds are not possible for late 
cancellations unless the reservations are assumed by others with cash payment or the minimum guarantee obligation 
has been fulfilled. 
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Grand National Update

The response so far for the 2010 Grand National has been TREMENDOUS! 

In only one month since our launch, we have already sold over half of our block of rooms. Please visit the 2010 
Grand National website at http://www.kcgn2010.com to reserve your room as soon as possible especially if you 
would like a King Bed. These rooms are going fast!

The may also call the Doubletree Hotel direct at: 913-451-6100 or toll free at 800-222-8733.

See you in Kansas City!!

Tours to Tours

If anyone wants to tour together to Murphys for the Sept 25 -26 Ironstone Concours , Don and Charles will be 
meeting at the Concord Denny’s (off of I-680) at 1313 Willow Pass Road, Concord, CA 94520 sometime around 
mid-morning.  Then drive over on highway 4 to Murphys.

Also we’d like to see if anyone wants to tour together to Visalia for the North-South on Friday, October 2nd.  We 
would meet at the Pleasanton Denny’s off of I-580 and Hopyard at 6455 Owens Dr, Pleasanton, CA 94588-3330.

Have any interested parties call Charles at 415-897-9280 or email Cadillac1949@aol.com

Notices

Wanted
Car clocks-- pre 1970. What do you have? I am building a small collection to display at an event... Will pur-
chase and pay shipping.. E-mail to Lionel@garlic.com or call 409-776-1373

Event
November 21, 2009: The Annual San Jose Classic Chevy Club Toy / Food Drive Car Show at the Cathedral of 
Faith Church, 2315 Canoas Garden Ave, San Jose, CA 95125. The entrance fee for each vehicle is a new toy 
and non-perishable food item.
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A WORD FROM THE TOUR DIRECTOR
September 2009

After an action-packed summer of car shows and the Grand National, we’re  still on a roll  with the North-South 
Meet being the last “big” tour for the NorCal season.  Members will barely have time to repack their suitcases 
after the meet at Ironstone, held the previous weekend.  Hosted by the SoCal Region, Rob Leonard has put 
together a delightful itinerary and a brand new venue so it promises to be a nice tour.  At this writing, a group 
caravan to Visalia has not yet been announced but check with any board member for updates.

The weekend following the North-South, the annual Alameda Car Show will be held in the charming historic 
Park Street district of Alameda.  Here, you get a lot of bang for your buck with a bulging goody bag and plenty 
of places to shop, dine, and explore.  Limited to about 350 cars, there is always something new to see and old 
friends to kick tires with.  It’s close, easy and inexpensive (look for the app elsewhere in this newsletter and be 
sure to write CADILLAC-LASALLE CLUB in “group to park with”).  For an application please call Robb at 
PSBA (510) 523-1392 or Duane at Lee Auto Supply (510) 522-8811.  If ANYONE is thinking of going please 
let me know and I can plan something for a group lunch.

In November, the annual planning meeting will be held on Sunday the 8th at the Buttercup Grill in Oakland…
same place as last year, where nearly everyone really did rave about the food.  Complete details are elsewhere in 
this newsletter so please mark your calendars now!

Unfortunately, the December Christmas Party at Dunsmuir has been cancelled but perhaps the timing is better 
after the holidays.  In January, 2010, the semi-annual National Board Meeting will be held at the Waterfront 
Plaza Hotel in Oakland’s Jack London Square.  You may have noticed the promo in the latest Headliner and it 
presents a wonderful opportunity to join the planned events, meet the National Board, and dine with them at 
the Saturday night banquet.  For early arrivals on Thursday, there will be a motor caravan to the Blackhawk 
Museum with lunch on your own in the Plaza.  Friday, members will have a morning tour at the SF Academy of 
Art collection in San Francisco.   Members are welcome to join the fun!  See upcoming issues of the Self-Starter 
for more information or call Fred Bausch.

See you on tour,

Sandy Carrion
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ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING
Sunday, November 8, 2009

3PM Meeting and Early Bird Dinner

This is one of the most important club gatherings of the entire year!  We eat and socialize, brain-storm, and 
construct our 2010 tour agenda.  Members are encouraged to bring their ideas and formulated plans for open 
discussion and inclusion on our calendar.  Without new ideas and offers to host an event, next years’ schedule 
would be quite blank!  No idea is too small to be developed into a fun event for our member’s enjoyment.  Plenty 
of help is available.... so please consider hosting an event in 2010.

Location and meal format was so successful last year that we’ll duplicate the agenda and have the  meeting first, 
then an early dinner afterward.  We will have table service and our own private room (with windows).  

Meet at 3:00PM:  Buttercup Grill, 1000 Cotton Street, Oakland, CA  94606 - (510) 535-1640  

880 Northbound from San Jose - exit at 23rd Avenue, stay straight to merge onto 23rd, make U-turn almost 
immediately at signal onto 23rd southbound, right on East 7th Street, right on Kennedy Street, left on Dennison 
Street and you are there ... corner of Dennison and Cotton Streets.

880 Southbound from San Francisco/Oakland - exit at 23rd Avenue, and slow down to 25mph for immediate first 
right onto Dennison Street, right onto Cotton Street.

Please RSVP and mail check payable to: CLC NorCal to Jerry Brick, 733 Crompton Road, Redwood City, CA 
94061-1211.  Deadline is November 4, 2009.

Dinner includes bread, mixed green salad, starch, vegetables, and a non-alcoholic beverage.  Choice of Chocolate 
Silk cream pie or Upside Down Apple Walnut pie with ice cream. Includes tax and gratuity.  No-host cocktails 
are available.
 

Roast Prime Rib.............................................$23.50  X   ________	  =    ___________
Fresh Salmon.................................................$23.50  X   ________   =    ___________				  

	 Chicken Champagne......................................$21.00  X   ________	  =    ___________ 				  
	 BBQ Baby Back Ribs - Half Slab.................$21.00  X   ________   =    ___________

		  Chocolate Silk pie..............................X   ________	 =    Included
		  Upside Down Apple Walnut pie........X   ________	 =    Included

		

						      TOTAL..................   	 $     ==========
Note:  Refunds for late cancellations can be made only if the order can be resold.  All orders are prepaid 
in advance to the restaurant. Thank you for your understanding.
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Ironstone Concours d’Elegance & Cadillac Club BBQ
Saturday, September 26, 2009

Ironstone Winery, 1894 Six Mile Road
Murphys, CA 95247
209 728-1251

“Nestled against the Sierra Foothills, in the heart of California’s scenic Gold Rush Country, Ironstone Vine-
yards will surprise and delight you with a winery that places as much emphasis on the natural beauty and his-
tory of our surroundings, as we do on the quality of our wines.”  “A warm welcome with outstanding hospital-
ity and exceptional wines were the dreams of the Kautz family when they created Ironstone Vineyards. This 
seven-story entertainment complex is located in the historic Gold Rush town of Murphys, quietly nestled in the 
Sierra Foothills. Murphys is located off Highway 4, in Calaveras County, approx. two hours drive due east of 
San Francisco, halfway between Lake Tahoe and Yosemite National Forest.” (from the ironstone website)

This year Ironstone is featuring Hudson (including Essex & Teraplane), Rolls-Royce and Bently, plus a special 
class for cars from the former Harrah’s Automobile Collection. You will need to be at the Concours by 9 am. 
Deadline to enter is September 1. You may print an entry form from their website (ironstonefoundation.org) or 
call Jeff to send you one. 650 740-5204.

Jeff and Jeanene Nielsen and Fran Barnsley will be hosting a BBQ after the Concours around 4:30 pm. 
This year we will offer pulled pork or chicken sandwiches, salads and a build-your-own ice cream sun-
day for desert. BYOB. Cost: $15 per person. Please send your check to: 949 Cherry Street, San Carlos, 
CA 94070 . Return by September 21, to confirm your reservation.

Please call or email Jeff with any questions karkidd121@comcast.net. Directions will be handed out at the 
concours.

September Board Meeting
5:00 PM, Friday, September 25th at our Angels Camp Cottage located at 553 Main 
Street, Murphys Ca. 95222
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